Training of the barefoot doctor in the People's Republic of China: from prevention to curative service.
Among the changes that have been brought about in health delivery in the People's Republic of China, the introduction of the barefoot doctor has been one of the most important and effective ways that the government has devised to radically alter the concept of health care. Through close identification with the community in terms of recruitment, training, and practice, the barefoot doctor is a concrete manifestation of the ideological principles of following the mass line and being self-reliant. The paper focuses on the building of rural health services, with special reference to the training of the barefoot doctor as the first-level contact person in primary care in the communes. It describes the training programs in a school of public health and the career mobility possible to the barefoot doctor in joining the ranks of medical practitioners.